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HOW  THE  PEOPLE  PAY 
THEIR  WAY 

How  the  people  of  Brooklyn  are  themselves 
H-^«<*8iig  and  emrrybaig  on  their  own  cultural  and 
recreative  pnnotts  In  wmmk  of  their  pabUe  achoca 
buildings ; 

How  thousands  of  dollars  spent  annually  by 
the  City  for  public  recreation  and  education  may 
nitfanately  be  saved  ta  the  tax^yers  through  this 
assumption  by  tiie  people  of  these  activiti—;^  ^  ^ 

How  a  real  democracy  may  be  achieved 
f|i-«Mgh  the  mingling  of  all  the  people  in  these  com- 
mon cnlerpriiet  is  the  burden  of  this  report. 


THE  SITUATION 

That  the  nickels  and  dimes  now  spent  casually  by  the  multitude 
may  be  diverted  for  the  support  of  entertainments  having  a  real  cultural 
value  in  the  wholesome  environment  of  our  public  school  buildings,  is 
made  evident  by  Uie  experiments  here  described. 

Music,  from  that  of  the  string  quartet,  heretofort  regarded  as 
the  aristocrat  of  the  concert  stage,  to  vocal  and  insbumenlal  solos  of 
a  grade  unknown  to  the  public  schook.  J>as  been  V^^f*^ 
eighteen  weeks.  Toward  the  cost  of  iWf  music.  $1,1 79.68.  the  audi- 
ences have  voluntarily  contributed  $854. 1 1 ,  leaving  a  deiat  of  only 

^^^^ There  has  been  a  steady  decrease  in  this  deficit  yearly;  and  there 
is  every  indication  that  by  another  winter  the  concerts  will  be  self-nq>- 
porting,  becoming  entirely  a  people's  enterprise.  ,  i  ■  ij 
For  those  neighborhoods  where  a  response  to  classical  music  ctnM 
not  be  expected,  but  where  the  appeal  of  the  best  light  music  nught  be 
anticipated,  motion-picture  exhibitions  of  carefully  selected  reels  have 
been  sUrted.  and  the  strident  vaudeville  of  the  five-cent  theatre  replaced 
by  sinfers  of  merit  in  programs  of  songs  and  ballads.    Snatches  of 


INTENTIONAL  SECOND  EXPOSURE 


HOW  THE  PEOPLE  PAY 
THEIR  WAY 


How  the  people  of  Brooklyn  are  themselves 
financing  and  carrying  on  their  own  cultural  and 
recreative  pursuits  in  seven  of  ttieir  pubUc  school 
buildings ; 

How  thousands  of  dollars  spent  annually  by 
the  City  for  public  recreation  and  education  may 
ultimately  be  saved  to  tiie  tax-payers  Oiroagh  this 
assumption  by  the  people  of  ttiese  activities; 

How  a  real  democracy  may  be  achieved 
through  the  mingling  of  all  the  people  in  these  com- 
mon enterprises  is  the  burden  of  this  report. 


THE  SITUATION 

That  the  nickels  and  dimes  now  spent  casually  by  the  multitude 
ir.ay  be  diverted  for  the  support  of  entertainments  having  a  real  cultural 
%  alue  in  the  wholesome  environment  of  our  public  school  buiidm^.  is 
made  evident  by  the  experiroenU  here  described. 

Music,  from  that  of  the  string  quartet,  heretofore  regarded  as 
the  aristocrat  of  the  concert  stage,  to  vocal  and  instramental  s«<»  of 
a  grade  unknown  to  the  public  schooU.  ,has  bMn  «^«^^^y 
eighteen  weeks.  Toward  the  cost  of  thiS  music.  $1,179.68.  the  audi- 
ences have  voluntarily  contributed  $854. 1 1 .  leaving  a  dehat  of  only 

$325.57.  , .    ,  t  •        ,  J 

There  has  been  a  steady  decrease  in  this  dehcit  yearly;  and  there 

is  every  indication  that  by  another^  winter  the  concerto  will  be  self-sup- 
porting, becoming  entirely  a  people's  enterprise.  ,  .  ,  .  •  i 
For  those  neighborhoods  where  a  response  to  classical  music  «»uld 
not  be  expected,  but  where  the  appeal  of  the  best  light  miBic  nught  be 
anticipated,  motion-picture  exhibitions  of  carefully  selected  reels  have 
been  started,  and  the  strident  vaudeville  of  the  five-cent  theatre  replaced 
1^  singers  of  merit  in  programs  of  songs  and  ballads.    Snatches  ot 


Schumann,  Chopin  and  other  masters  are  heard  as  incidental  piano  music, 
while  the  pictures  are  on  the  screen.  Such  a  center  in  Bushwick  High 
School,  at  five  cents  admission,  is  crowded  weekly  and  is  netting  a  small 
profit  toward  the  sivport  of  other  tchool  activities  earned  on  by  the 
group  in  charge. 

A  wealth  of  personal  service  hitherto  dormant  has  been  enlisted 
in  the  cpeoiog  of  the  school  centers.  Business  and  fmfessional  men, 
wage  earners  and  students  are  uniting  in  a  common  cause  in  a  OHnmon 
meetaag-place.  Artists  of  national  rqputatioii,  inspired  by  this  people's 
movenmit,  have  made  it  possible  for  ns  to  secmi  tfaeear  talents  for  our 
■iriieiicca.  It  was  Mr.  David  Mwmes,  after  a  program  for  viobi  and 
piano,  ydso  remarirad  on  tfie  attention  of  die  aiKy»ce  dirou^  die  Brahms 
sonata  which  concluded  his  long  program. 

Groups  are  fcmmng  b  many  neighboiiioods  propose  to  under- 
take the  management  of  these  centers,  and  who  plan  to  develop  otfier 
activities  such  as  civic  forums,  orchestral  and  dramatic  clubs,  and  social 
dances  to  diMiapete  with  the  too-often  demoralizing  public  dance  halls. 
Each  center  is  now  the  potential  social  center.  The  saplings  we  have 
planted  are  about  to  branch  out.  Here  ive  face  a  crisis!  Shall  these 
inspired  groups^  charged  with  the  conduct  of  our  centers,  stop  in  the 
development  of  their  respective  schools  short  of  a  complete  institution  for 
fellowship  and  civic  advancement? 

If  the  wealth  of  social  service  latent  in  jhese  groups  is  to  be 
directed  toward  the  enrichment  of  the  comjDOuni^t  a  .  guide  must  be 
supplied. 

If  interested  men  and  women,  busy  people  for  the  most  part,  are 
to  be  made  an  effective  neighborhood  force,  they  must  enjoy  the  services 
of  a  neighborhood  organizer.  For  he  it  is,  who,  through  a  knowledge 
of  each  neighborhood,  gained  by  days  of  study,  will  put  his  group  in 
touch  with  conditions  there.  He  will  tell  them  of  the  young  men 
whose  club  meets  nightly  over  the  saloon  on  the  corner  for  lack  of  a 
better  place,  and  who,  he  learns,  would  gladly  transfer  their  meeting 
place  to  the  school.  He  r^orts  upon  the  disreputable  dance  halls  down 
the  block;  and  his  committee  decides  to  hold  dances  in  the  school  gym- 
nasium, bound  that  the  neighboring  yoimg  people  shall  have  a  safe  and 
wholesome  place  to  satisfy  a  perfectly  normal  desire  to  dance. 

He  shall  be  to  the  neighborhood  exactly  what  these  busy  peqfOe 
themselves  would  be,  did  thdr  time  permit,  plus  of  course,  his  endowment 
of  training  and  esperince.  Upon  our  abililjf  to  emplojf  such  a  person 
hangs  the  future  of  our  cerdm*  Here  is  where  a  gift  may  he  so  irtPested 
as  to  redeem  man^  and  mamf  a  sordid,  despidring  naghborhood  from  a 
hopeie»  leAmrgs  to  a  plane  of  social  and  dric  w^dineis. 
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THE  YEAR'S  WORK 

Bushwick  High  School. 

To  visualize  the  progreu  of  the  center  at  Bushwick  High  School 
is  to  describe  an  upward  curve,  only  at  its  very  beginning  falling  below 
tlie  line  of  self-si^KX"^-  tr^idation  that  the  move- 

ment was  maugun^sd,  for  success  was  only  to  be  conjectured.  Here 
was  a  community  unknown,  insofar  as  its  response  to  a  call  for  unked 
neighborhood  action  might  be  predetermined. 

A  kqral  and  progressive  band  of  citizens  was  found  rea4y  to  help 
us,  however,  and  die  spirit  manifested  by  this  group,  together  with  the 
splendbd  pooflnlilies  which  the  great  auditorium  in  this  building  ojfomi 
led  tts  into  one  of  our  most  successful  and  interesting  experiments. 

On  Fridayt  Fdbiuaiy  1 3th,  the  center  was  opened  for  exhibitions 
of  sdeded  motim  pictures,  widi  music  furnished  hf  artists  of  a  high 
ord^,  at  a  diarge  of  five  cents  adbmssicm. 

From  ui  attendance  of  274  perscms  the  an&nces  passed  tte 
thousand  madL  Toward  the  dose  of  the  season  the  audienGes  were 
only  limited  by  the  seatmg  capacity.  It  is  estimated  that  two  thousand 
people  were  turned  away  <hi  one  occadon* 

To  convey  an  idea  of  tfie  grade  of  music  steadily  OBfJoyed  bjr  us 
here,  be  it  said  that  one  one  occasion  we  were  favored  with  an  arlisl 
whose  recital  in  Aeolian  Hall,  New  York,  only  the  day  before,  had 
attracted  a  degree  of  attention  from  the  critics. 

A  word  as  to  the  motion  pictures.  Our  choice  of  siri>jecb  was 
a  large  one,  only  bounded  by  the  limitations  of  manufacture.  We  were 
able  on  many  occasions  to  show  reels  known  to  the  trade  as  "Exclusive, 
some  of  which,  if  shown  in  commercial  houses,  would  have  been  widely 
advertised.  Through  the  co-operation  of  a  practical  motion  picture 
operator,  we  were  able  at  frequent  intervals  to  exhibit  reels  costing 
actually  more  than  the  remuneration  he  received.  This  is  chronicled 
only  as  another  instance  of  the  spirit  of  help  evoked  in  the  caning  of 
tl^  public  schools  after  school  hours  by  private  bodies.  That  this 
operator  would  have  charged  full  rates,  had  this  center  been  in  the 
haods  of  a  dly  4epaxtBmt.  amt  be  evident  to  every  reader  of  this 
tieport. 

Until  the  advent  of  the  social  center  the  parks  have  proven  the 
principal  places  of  recreation  frequented  by  the  entire  family.  It  is 
prd>able  that  the  pronuscuous  use  of  other  pi^lic  gathering  places  repels 
practically  all  but  the  youthful  and  boistarous.  In  the  parks  there  is 
sedusiott.  to  a  degree  at  least  So  too,  in  a  sense,  in  the  social  center ; 
for  here  assenMe  those  having  a  q^mptm  ^tm)^^  of  ^  ap^ther; 
often  apd  ai^  real  fiiendship. 
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Patmiage  by  the  ^^le  faady  hat  marked  the  success  of  the 
center  at  Busbirick  Hn^  Schocd.  It  was  plainly  evident  that  Friday 
ni^ts  were  legolarly  retmed  hy  himdreds  of  households;  fadiers, 
mothers  and  children  attradfing  again  and  afajn  durouf^t  the  winter. 

Absorbing  die  group  in  diarge  at  dns  sdiool,  die  Bi^iwick- 
Ridgewood  Social  Center  Comnttee  was  fcHrmed.  Akmg  widi  die 
continuance  of  the  weekly  concerts  and  esdhflHtkms  of  moticm  pictures, 
this  local  group  has  already  started  sodal  dandng,  cnrchestad  and  dioral 
clubs  in  the  school.  To  our  gratification  there  is  a  pnmm  of  a  stable 
organization  to  develop  a  series  of  activities,  creating  a  complete  social 
center. 

Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures 
BusHwiCK  High  School 


Receipb 
Admissions  at  5  cents 
each   $302.14 


CoA  of  snisic*  print- 
ing, opmlCMr,  etc.  .  .$2tt(>.>0 

To  Treasurer  Bush- 
wick-Ric^[ewood  So* 
cial  Ceuter  ConMt- 
tee   15.64 


$302.14 


PuBUc  School  No.  5 

Essential  to  establishing  a  successful  center  is  a  iNrelinunary  study 
of  its  neighbodiood.  Tastes  differ  wid)  nationality,  education  and 
the  degree  of  poverty.  What  would  cause  a  given  neighborhood  to 
flock  to  die  txhatA  heme  would,  in  another  location,  spell  failure. 

To  eAici^  a  gro«f>  up  to  the  pcMnt  of  some  s^^Mwiation  of  good 
music  is  prdbably  poss3>le  anywhere,  provided  die  crowd  will  come  to 
listen.  First,  however,  we  nmst  overcome  inertia,  and  a  prejudice 
against  die  public  schod  house  as  a  place  onbr  for  children. 

Widi  ^  latter  pcmi  in  mind  a  center  of  modon  fMctures  and 
popular  music  was  opraed  tcf  the  second  season  at  PtdJic  SchocJ  No. 
5.  Tillary  and  Bridge  Streets.  The  head  worker  and  die  reudents 
of  Willoughby  House  Setdemmt  formed  a  group  charged  with  the 
conduct  of  the  venture,  A  sum,  covering  the  cost  of  a  boo^  from 
Civitas  Club,  carrying  a  guarantee  against  loss,  eased  the  financial  bur- 
den we  were  carrying;  for  progress  here  was  slow  at  first,  notwithstand- 
ing some  success  the  preceding  winter  in  awakening  a  lethargic  neighbor-* 
hood  to  a  degree  of  concerted  effort. 

A  glance  at  the  statement  appended  will  demonstrate  how  nearly 


the  center  might  be  called  self-supporting.  Those  best  acquainted 
with  the  neighborhood,  who  know  its  traits,  recognize  a  victory  thcrem. 

Coincident  with  the  giving  of  motion  pictures  in  the  evening  at 
Public  School  No.  5.  with  the  co-operation  of  the  principal  a  senes 
of  educational  reels  was  given  free  to  the  pupils  once  each  week  at  the 
close  of  school.  This  was  paid  for  from  the  proceeds  of  the  evenmg 
ezhilNtion.  A  train  of  possibilities  at  once  presents  itself  after  a  season 
of  such  experimentation.  It  is  possible  now  for  the  principal  to  select 
roels  to  co-ordinate  widi  die  prescribed  studies.  This  policy  will  be  pur- 
sued rigidly  next  winter.  Thus  die  motion  picture  comes  into  lU  own 
as  a  great  educational  force.  "Philadelphia,  the  Cradle  of  Liberty, 
"Historic  Boston,"  "Washington  at  Valley  Forge,"— who  could  help 
learning  history?  Or  an  aeroplane  flying  before  your  eyes  over 
Europe;  peasants  are  running  eagerly  to  meet  it  as  it  alights, — geog- 
n^rfiy,  in  a  form  most  alluring!  Botany,  natural  history,  physics;  but 
litde  dial  cannot  be  taught  dirough  die  notion  picture,  and  few  too 
bad^war d  to  \tam  fay  thb  nelhod 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures 
Public  School  No.  5 


Receipts 
Admissions  at  5  crats 

each   $288. 16 

Deficit   53.24 


$341.40 


ExpmStures 
Printing,  opeimtor,  etc, $341.40 


Public  School  No.  8 

At  Public  School  No.  8,  Hicks  and  Middaugh  Streets,  a  center 
was  opened  under  conditions  in  many  respects  similar  to  those  which 
confronted  us  at  Public  School  No.  5.  But  here  we  experienced  an 
additional  handicap ;  namely,  that  of  an  auditorium  holding  scarcely 
five  hundred  people,  and  arranged  so  that  from  many  seats  the  stage 
could  be  seen  ody  at  an  angle.    The  usual  charge  of  five  cents  was 

established.  . 

However,  if  a  crowded  auditorium  means  success,  then  assuredly 
our  yeirtlire  hne  was  so  crowned.  But  having  in  mind  the  devot'-d 
young  men  who  made  die  conduct  of  the  center  their  particular  task, 
and  recalling  their  assurances  of  greater  activities  to  come,  we  believe 
that  our  initiative  has  been  doubly  rewarded.  With  these  helpers  as 
the  nucleus,  we  anticipate  diat  the  winter  of  1914-15  will  mark  the 
development  of  a  group,  representing  die  neighborhood,  formed  to  com- 
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plete  with  other  recreational  features,  the  social  center  already  so  prom- 
ising. 

Here  too  we  gave  a  course  of  educational  motion  pictures  for  the 
pupils  at  the  close  of  school. 

A  gift  of  a  booth  from  William  £.  Harmon  enabled  us  to  operate 
in  the  face  of  losses  incurred  during  the  initiatory  period. 

In  a  neighborhood  primarily  Irish  the  percentage  of  family  groups 
attending  was  large. 

Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures 
PuBUc  School  No.  8 

Expenditures 


Receipts 
Admtsskms  at  5  cents 

each   $271.34 

Deficit   7.26 


$278.60 


Printing*  opmtnr,  etc. $278.60 


Manual  Traininc  and  Cmiii£RciAL  High  Schools 

The  optimistic  note  sounded  through  this  rqx>rt  must  not  be  con- 
strued as  the  spirit  of  boastfuhiess.  Success,  as  we  have  tasted  it, 
springs  not  from  our  efforts  alone,  as  a  committee,  but  more  from  the 
response  of  the  people  to  a  call  to  democratic  action,  free  from 
benevolence  or  bureaucratic  domination.    To  them  is  the  credit  due. 

Thus  proceeding  we  reach  the  concerts  given  for  the  third  season, 
every  Sunday  evening,  at  Commercial  High  School,  and  the  concerts 
and  forums,  oi>ened  at  Manual  Training  High  School  for  the  second 
season,  every  Sunday  afternoon. 

Sure  of  the  response  of  the  people  to  music  of  a  class  commonly 
appropriated  by  the  musically  elect,  the  Institute  arranged  for  a  season 
of  concerts,  choruses,  recitals  employing  string  quartets  and  soloists 
both  vocal  and  instrumental. — at  all  times  artists  of  exceptional  merit. 

As  in  past  seasons,  it  was  decided  to  make  no  charge  for  admission, 
every  penm  in  the  audience  being  given  opportunity  to  contribute  what 
he  or  she  miglrt  be  able*  through  the  means  of  a  collection  taken  at 
etch  concert. 

Indicative  of  the  nature  of  the  music  at  both  schools  are  the 
programs  which  follow.  Emphasis  is  due  the  fact  that,  owing  solely 
to  dieir  iiderest,  many  of.  the  artists  either  volunteer  or  modify  their 
rates  substantially.  Again  we  ask  whether  departmental  management 
coakl  evoke  this  spirit  of  oo-operation;  whether  domination  by  the  city 
wodd  not  genmitt  he^> 


Mcwe  than  a  word  is  due  the  forums  which  alternated  with  the 
concerts  at  Manual  TrainniK  High  School.  The  size  of  the  audiences 
fitrmfed  our  imft^nings.  An  auditorium  filled  from  floor  to  gallery, 
with  as  many  or  more  disappointed  people  lining  the  curbs  outside 
tl^e  buildmg,  marked  the  occasion  of  the  debate  between  die  ReT* 
Fath^  J<^  L.  Belf<mi  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lvnn,  Socialist  ex-mayor  df 
Schcwctadty.  Tl^  immense  audfience  wm  orderly;  sinprisin^y^  so, 
for  interest  ran  high  and  with  each  «)eaker  appeaml  n  conl^igwt.  cidier 
faction  a  large  audience  in  itsdf . 

This  occasim  is  died  to  show  diat  the  people  can  be  trusted 
to  assemUe  in  an  oid^y  mannar  in  their  school  buildings  to  diiatit 
any  live  topic  i^ipemioat  in  dieir  minds.  Thou|^  die  police  were  |»et-' 
ent  on  the  occadkm  alluded  to,  it  was  only  to  see  that  fire  laws  weie 
obeyed  and  that  the  crowd  demamfing  aiAnitlance,  after  the  hall 
was  filled,  was  restrained  from  entering. 

It  is  important  to  announce  that  the  Park  SAcpe  Chapter  of  die 
People's  Institute  of  Brooklyn  has  been  formed  out  of  the  audieBce  at 
Manual  Training  High  School.  This  local  group  has  undertaken  Ae 
management  of  the  music  and  forums.  It  is  proposed  that  the  group 
shall  be  autonomous,  while  turning  to  the  parent  body  for  aid  in  secur- 
ing artists  and  speakers,  and  for  what  guidance  may  be  needed-  It 
is  with  genuine  gratification  that  the  formation  of  this  chapter  is  an- 
nounced by  this  Institute.  We  commend  this  idea  to  others  desiring 
to  establish  social  centers  in  the  public  school  buildings.  Unaided,  in- 
experienced groups  using  the  school  buildings  are  predestined  to 
con^lications  repeating  those  we  have  faced.  Our  exf>erieace  is  f<wr 
all  to  draw  upon. 

Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures 
Commercial  and  Manual  Training  High  Schools 

Manual  Training  High  School ' 


Receipts 

By  collections  $456.91 

Deficit   126.09 


Expenditures 
Music,  printing,  etc  .  .$383.00 


$583.00 
Commeidal  Hi|^  School 


Receipts 

By  collections  $397.20 

Deficit   199.48 


Expenditures 
Music,  printing,  etc.  .  ,$596.68 


$596.68 
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Schedules  and  Progiiams 


Commercial  High  School 
SunJk^  E¥emng$  of  8  odock 

Nov.  1 6 — Concert  by  the  Kaltenborn  String  Quartet. 

Nov.  23 — Concert.     Ruth  Dudley,  violinist;  Miss  E.  Goldsberry. 

pianist;  Miss  Fischer,  soprano. 
Nov.  30— Concert  by  the  Philharmonic  Trio. 
Dec.     7 — Concert  by  Elsa  Fischer  Quartet. 
Dec.   14 — Song  Recital  and  Dramatic  Reading. 
Jan.     4  Symphony  Orchestra,  New  York  Music  School  Settlement. 

Conductor,  Mr.  Edgar  Stov^ell. 

Jan;    1  1 — Ruth  Dudley  Trio.  , ,  r 

Jan.    18  Concert,  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Mane  Kieckhoeter. 

Alois  Trnka,  violinist;  Miss  Helen  Stallings,  mezzo-soprano; 

AXkmi  Mattice,  clarinet;  Edward  Anderson,  bahtone.  Accom- 

paiiiaf,  lAm  Bernardine  Kieckhoefer. 
Jan.  25— Concert     Salvatore  de  Stefano,  harp;  Miss  Winifred 

Tucker,  contralto. 
Feb.  1— Mme.  GrunwaU,  piaiust;  MUc.  Kristoffy.  soprano. 

8 — Kalm  Trio. 

Feb.  15 — Mr.  awl  Mrs.  Davkl  Mannes,  piano  aod  violk  rcci^ 
Fdb.  22 — ^Williamdbarg  SacngerbunA 

Mar.  1 — Dannreother  Siring  Quartet,  assisted  hfy  Miss  Coates. 
sofMrano. 

Mar.    8  Concert,  under  direction  of  Miss  Marie  Kieckhoefer.  Miss 

Hazd  Odfins.  st^rano;  Miss  Ruth  Deighton,  contralto;  Mr. 
T.  Morgan  Philips,  tenor;  Miss  Alice  Shaw,  pianist 

Mar.  1 5— dive  Meade  Stoing  Quartet 

Mamml  Trakmg  High  School 

Sunday  Afternoons  at  3  o*clock 

Nov.  16 — ^Junior  Orchestra.  Music  School  Settlement  of  New  York. 
Nov.  23— "Political  Ideals.    Speaker:  Noman  Hapgood. 
Nov.  30 — Concert  by  the  Tollefswi  Trio. 

I>cc.  7— The  Brooklyn  of  To-Morrow  (Progress  of  the  City  Plan). 
Speakers:  Edward  M.  Bassett  Chairman  Advisory  Comniltoe 
on  Heigfato  of  Buildings;  Frederick  B.  Pratt,  ConuniitM  on 
die  City  Plan. 

Dec.  14 — Organ  and  Song  Recital.  Mr.  Lawr»ce  J.  Mmison. 
Organist 
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Jan.  4 — Dannreuther  String  Quartet,  assisted  by  Miss  Lottie  Black, 
contralto. 

Jan.  I  1  — Socialism  and  the  Church.  Speakers :  Rev,  Father  John 
L.  Belford,  Rev.  George  R.  Lunn,  former  Socialist  Mayor  of 
Schenectady. 

Jan.  18 — Elsa  Fischer  String  Quartet. 

Jan.    25 — The  Working  Girl  and  the  Ballot    Speaker:   Dr.  Anna 

Howard  Shaw. 
Feb.     1 — Kaltenborn  String  Quartet. 

Feb.  8 — Trade  Unicmism;  the  Old  and  the  New.    ^>eakers:  Rev. 

John  Howard  Melish,  Dr.  Wm.  Bohn. 
Feb.    15 — Manhattan  Ladies*  Quartet  (vocal). 
Mar.     1  — Olive  Meade  String  Quartet. 

Mar.  8 — Society  and  Crime.    Speaker:  Thomas  Mott  Osborne. 
Mar.  1 5— -Concert,  inider  direction  of  Nan  Wallace  McCliue. 

Concert 

B»  the  Kaitmbom  Qmrtel  of  Ntm  York  Cit$ 
Manual  Training  High  Schom* 

Sunday  Afternoon^  Feb.  Isf,  1914.  at  3  o* clock 


Franz  Kaltenborn  First  Violin 

Herman  Kuhn  Second  Violin 

Max  Barr  Viola 

Max  Droge  Violoncello 

Mr.  Kuhn  at  the  Piano 

Program 

1 .    Quartet  in  B  flat  major*  Op.  1 8,  No.  6  Beethoven 

Allegro  con  brio 
Adagio  ma  non  troppo 
Scherzo — ^Allegro 


La  Malinconia — ^Adagio — Allegretto  quasi  Allegro 


2.  Violin  Solo — a.  Nocturne  in  E.  flat  Chopin 

b.  Hungarian  Rhapsody  Hauser 

Mr.  Kaltenborn 

3.  a.  Andantino,  Op.  7  Kopylow 

b.  Scherzo  from  E  flat  nuyor  Quartet  Cherubini 

4.  Quartet  in  G  major  Mozart 

Second  movement — Romanze — Andante 

5.  Cello  Solo— a.  "Le  Clavecin"   Paulin 

b.  "Unter  der  Unde*  Voikmann 

Mr.  Drove 
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6.  a.  Quartet  in  G  major.  Op.  77,  No.  1  Haydn 

Second  movement — Adagio 

b.  Quartet  in  A  minor.  Op.  29  bchubert 

Last  movement — Allegro  moderato 

7.  Quartet  in  C  minor.  Op.  1  7.  No.  2  Rubmstem 

Last  movement — ^Moderato — ^Appassionato 

Recital 

By  EkMd  and  Ckra  Umm.  VioUn  4mi  Piano 

Commercial  High  School 
Sunday  Epmmg^  Febrim»  13t/i      6  o  clock 

Program 

Grieg.    (By  request)  •  .SowU*  in  F  Major,  Op.  8 

Allegro  Gm  Brio 
Allegretto  Quasi  Andanbao 

Allegro  Molto  Vivace  *  ,    .  , 

Q^j^J   Adagio  Pathetiquc 

DeBimy  '.  y.  y.  En  Bateau 

Tenaglia  (1600)  •  -Ana 

Cecil  Burieiih* 1 1  * ' 1 1 '            •   ^  •  .  ^•^'*^*''Ai" 
Brahms  SoMta  m  A  maior»  Op.  iW 

Allegro  ami^Mle 

Andante  tranquilk^— -Vivace 

Allegretto  grazioso  (quasi  andante) 

Public  Schocx.  No.  147 

"Pioneers  reclaiming  the  wilderness,"  might  be  properfer  applied 
to  the  Social  Guild  of  Williamsburg.  Since  nan  inade  pWanthropy 
there  has  probably  never  been  a  more  neglected  territory  than  Hie  held 
of  endeavor  selected  by  these  intrepid  young  men  and  women. 

Surrounding  Public  School  No.  147.  at  Bushwick  Avenue  and 
McKibben  Street,  is  a  territory  only  too  closely  akin  to  Rivmgton  Street, 
Manhattan.  Poverty's  despotic  rule  here  is  swayed.  Jew  and  Gentile 
swarm  the  streets,  with  Jews  heavily  in  the  majority.  A  colony  of 
ItaUant  presses  in  upon  the  alrea4y  congested  area. 

It  remained  for  some  one  to  reclaim  the  district.  Not  from  vice, 
but  from  an  atrophying  indifference,  bred  of  poverty.  Therefore,  an 
occasion  to  addiess  the  GuUd,  led  to  closer  relations,  and  plans  to  co- 
operate in  an  etfort  to  relie?e  condilbnt.  ^ww  ooiisttmmal^ 


Foreseemg  that  oar  mudertddng,  to  meet  wid&  success,  must  be 
adjusted  to  die  Jewidbi  type  of  mmd,  it  was  apeed  widi  a  ^tunmitlee 
of  the  Guild  diat  in  die  huge  auditorium  of  PtaUac  School  Na  147 
dim  should  be  weddy  eriiibilions  of  carefully  sdectod  motion  pictur», 
and,  in  place  of  die  popular  music  <rf  die-  theater,  die  best  of  vocal 
and  instrumental  music  should  be  heard.  A  guarantee  from  die  Guild 
made  it  proper  for  us  to  undotake  this  coiter;  otharwise,  many  oUiga- 
tions,  undertaken  long  in  advance,  would  have  precluded  the  ventare. 

It  is  possible  that  the  audiences  came,  attracted  mainly  by  the 
pictures.  It  is  quite  possible  too  that  the  steady  and  persistent  endeavor 
to  re-create  a  love  of  good  music,  in  a  race  inherently  musical,  has 
had  its  effect.  At  least  we  feel  sure  that,  in  a  very  short  season,  we 
have  done  much  to  revive  tastes  perverted  by  the  blare  of  bizarre  and 
blatant  vaudeville. 

To  consider  the  social  aspect  of  the  center,  which  p^faaps  should 
have  takn  precedence,  it  may  be  well  remarked  that  here  we  reached 
the  very  poorest;  so  poor,  in  fact,  that  even  the  five-cent  charge  WM 
abolished,  and  tachels  issued  admilting  a  child  free       a  patent 

Seventeen  hundred  pec^le  on  one  occasion  marks  the  apogee  of 
attmdance. 

The  appended  statement  will  not  indicate  the  nun^r  attending, 
for  the  reason  that  the  receipts  include  both  the  full  and  the  half  charge. 

We  can  conclude  this  account  in  no  better  way  than  by  briefly 
mentioning  the  presence  of  family  groups  in  large  numbers. 

Part  of  the  small  deficit  shown  in  the  statement  below  covers  the 
cost  of  printed  matter  advertismg  die  center.  In  this  neighborhood 
there  are  no  organizations,  such  as  the  settlement,  through  which  the 
fact  of  the  establishment  of  the  center  could  be  spread  among  the 
neighbors.  Instead,  posters  had  to  be  placed  in  the  store  windows,  and, 
time  and  again,  hand  bdls  and  ihwwarouudi  distributed  dwoHghnut 
die  MgUborhood. 

We  consider  diis  cent^  one  of  the  most  inlwesliHg  we  have  under- 
taken, the  more  so  from  the  degree  of  co-operi^ion  crtended  to  us  by 
the  Guild,  and  the  many  incKcaikms  that  this  energetic  group  will  stffl 
be  in  the  field  when  our  season  <4>ens  next  hJL  It  is  to  ^  Social 
Guild  of  WiUiamsburg,  that  the  success  of  the  undertaking  is  primari^r 
due. 

At  this  time  it  would  seem  incumbent  upon  this  Institute  to  under- 
take a  series  of  concerts  and  forums  at  Public  School  No.  147,  on 
Sunday  afternoons  next  winter.  Evidence  of  the  possibili^  of  such  a 
center  abwnds  in  the  history  of  the  winter's  venture. 
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Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures 
Public  Schocml  No.  147. 
Receipk  Expcndituns 
Admissions  at  two  and  Operator.  mUMC.  P™*" 

a  half  and  five  cents .  $  1 50.65  ing,  etc  ♦  •  ^.53 

Deficit   45.90 

$196.55 

Public  School  No.  6 

The  social  center  idea  is  taking  root  deep  in  the  school  depart- 
ments. Public  recreation,  as  at  present  conducted,  and  excellent  a« 
it  is,  lacks  the  relation  to  the  neighborhood  which  is  the  rmson  dette 
of  the  social  center.  Athletics  for  boys  and  girls  conducted  each  eve- 
ning in  the  playgrounds  of  the  public  school  buildings  are  well  indeed. 
ReUte  these  activities  to  others,  enlisting  the  mothers  and  fathers  under 
the  same  roof,  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  an  isolated  activity  is  added 
the  pleasure  of  participation  in  an  enterprise  common  to  all  within  the 
confines  of  what  one  regards  as  home.  Thus  is  the  sense  of  proprietor- 
ship developed  with  its  complementary  sense  of  responsibihty. 

Under  the  leadership  of  the  principal  of  Public  School  No.  b. 
and  that  of  the  Old  South  Brooklyn  Civic  League,  a  series  of  motion 
picture  exhibitions  with  nusic  has  just  ended  a  successful  season  at 

the  dbove  named  school.  .        r  i  i 

The  school  staff  alternated  with  a  committee  of  the  League  m 
carrying  on  the  exhibitiott.  An  intensive  inethod  of  advertising  was 
adopted  and  on  one  occasion  no  less  than  fifteen  hundred  people  were 
in  uTaudience.  Those  in  charge  of  this  center  are  filled  with  en- 
thusiasm, enough  to  insure  a  use,  wider  still,  of  this  school  building. 

Ftee  wTcondncled  the  exhibitioiis  of  educational  reels  for  the 
pupils  of  the  school  one  aftenioon  each  week. 

Receipts  have  about  met  the  operating  cost,  the  booth  beug 
presented  by  the  Old  South  Brooklyn  Civic  Uague. 

NEXT  SEASON 

The  reopening  of  the  schools  named  in  this  report  meatis  a  full 
season  for  1914-15.  Other  social  centers  must.  howevCT.  be  added: 
A  center  to  cover  the  territory  south  of  ^Atlantic  Avenue,  n^r 
Grand  Avenue,  one  to  reach  the  neglected  neighborhood  around  Myrtle 
Avenue  and  Taaffe  Place,  another  in  the  rapidly  growing  secbon  ot 
Bay  Ridge,  and  still  another  in  the  Italian  settlement,  about  Fourteenth 
Ayeaue  and  the  Sixties;  these  neighborhoods  make  so  strong  an  appeal 
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that  ahaost  invohmtarily  they  add  themselves  to  our  program  for  an- 

odier  fall  and  winter.  ,  .   ,^   ,       .  i 

We  dose  wtdi  an  uifeirt  appeal  for  funds.  It  is  difficult  to  thmk 
of  a  mdde  of  h^^  %^hnre  the  beo^daries  so  quickly  hel^  them- 
sdves.  The  foregoing  tid>les  are  evidoKe  of  the  degree  of  self  help 
to  be  expected  from  the  people.  It  is  absolutely  essential  to  the  suc- 
cessful continuance  of  diis  work  diat  dcilled  organize  be  enfrioyed. 
We  appeal  to  the  generosity  of  the  reader  for  funds  to  help  us  estab- 
lish social  centers  where  tki  need  is  greatest  We  make  our 
strong  in  the  belief  that  the  people  will  rally  to  help  tfaemsehes.  and 
that  the  dollars  given  will  go  for  the  purchase  of  ambition,  pride,  woal 
and  civic  consciousness  for  many  and  many  a  decaying  neig^ibonnood. 

THE  SOCIAL  CENTERS  AND  THE  BOARD  OF 

EDUCATION 

Supplementary  to  the  foregoing  report,  it  is  imperative  that  the 
nature  of  this  oi^wzation  be  set  forth  clearly. 

It  chances  that  at  this  writing  a  committee  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tim.  together  with  the  Social  Welfare  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Esti^nate  and  A^iportioDment,  is  engaged  in  a  classification  of  school 
buildings,  to  dkAermine  vptm  diaiges  for  their  use.  to  be  assessed  upon 
private  groups,  such  chaifes  to  cover  cost  of  heat,  li^  and  janitor 
service* 

Therefore,  face  to  face  with  the  possibility  that  its  work  may 
be  seriously  crippled,  if  not  checked,  the  People's  Institute  of  Brooklyn 
urges  upon  city  officials  and  the  public  in  general.  Aat  it  is  not  a  char- 
itable organization;  that  is,  charitable  in  the  sense  that  are  our  hospitak 
and  other  organizations  enjoying  city  subsidies  conditNtted  vposi  otncr 

funds  privately  subscribed.  •  u  • 

Rather,  its  prime  function  is  Aat  of  cxperimwitotiwi  for  ^  ^» 
its  immediate  activity  that  of  organizing  self-supporting  and  sdf-iiw- 
petuating  centers  of  civic  and  cultural  activities  for  Ac  people  in  the 

public  school  buildings.  \   -   i  y 

Three  seasons  of  experiment  have  shown  ccmclusively  that  Ijy  an 
intelligent  study  of  the  neighborhoods  selected  for  such  centers,  acU^ilb^ 
of  a  high  order  may  be  introduced,  financed  entirely  by  die  nagfabors 
without  a  penny  of  cost  to  the  city,  except  that  of  heat,  light,  and  jankwr 
service ;  enlisting  too  the  personal  efforts  of  these  very  neighbors  m  ttie 
carrying  on  of  the  social  center.  r   n  i  i 

There  are  few  but  will  grant  that  self-help  is  the  best  of  all  help; 
that  centers  vitalized  by  the  money  and  brains  of  the  people  who  use 
them  are  of  infinitely  greater  value  tLan  i!  e  bureaucratic  and  costly 
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leisure-time  activities  manifested  by  the  city;  not  to  mention  tke 
tremendous  economies  they  suggest.  But  in  point  of  fact  there  is 
an  ethical  element  of  more  value  involved  than  even  that  of  self-help. 
It  is  that  of  enlisting  the  activity  of  whole  neighborhoods,  each  individual 
on  behalf  of  his  neighbor. 

To  tax  groups  for  the  use  of  school  buildings  meaoi  that  such 
gioups  must  in  turn  tax  the  individuals  who  use  them. 

In  poor  neighborhoods,  where  the  extensive  use  of  the  school 
building  k  most  needed,  a  charge  for  its  use  means  that  greater  fees 
for  the  privileges  of  the  center  must  be  exacted;  often  pfecjuding  the 
establishment  of  such  an  institution. 

The  Peopk*s  Institute  of  Brooklyn  has  stood  for  a  small  charge, 
well  wkUn  the  nseans  of  all  the  people  participating  in  the  benefits  of 
a  sodal  center  to  cover  the  cost  0S  the  activities  enjoyed  by  them;  and 
agamst  a  charge  hy  dlty  for  the  use  of  the  buildings,  realizmg  that 
these  stiflnnlating.  democmtic  neigfahoihood  gathering  places*  wheo 
taxed,  can  develop  only  anong  die  conpwatiidbr  w^4o^. 

En^hatically  we  urge  that  budgetary  provision  he  made  by  die  dty 
to  cover  the  cost  of  opening  the  school  buildings  to  the  pec^e.  Con- 
structively we  urge  that  the  money  appropriated  by  the  city  in  the  past 
for  concerts  in  the  school  buildings,  be  diverted  in  the  future  to  a  fiumd 
covering  the  cost  of  heat,  light,  and  janitor  service. 

We  point  again  to  music  of  the  highest  grade  which  we  have  given 
in  the  pubhc  schools  without  one  penny  of  cost  to  the  city;  and  we  ask 
die  attention  of  the  city  authorities  to  our  statement  showing  the  volun- 
tary contributions  we  have  received  from  our  audiences  toward  the  ex- 
penses of  our  concerts* 

We  urge  lob  that  the  c^  s^ppn^iiations  for  those  of  its  depart- 
ments administoring  pid>lic  recreaticm,  be  carefully  studied  with  a  view 
to  cktmnining  whether  w  not  part  of  the  suns  dius  granted  might  not 
be  used  to  beHer  advantage  in  die  encouragOBeitt  of  social  centers. 

We  make  these  suggestions  widi  fuU  ^ppreciatkm  of  die  vdM  ol 
the  work  of  city  departments  having  to  do  wWi  recreation.  We  ventwe 
upon  them  with  the  sole  justification  of  die  sense  of  die  newiiess  <nfht 
self-sustaining  social  center,  aware  that  busy  city  oftcials.  bearing  burdens 
heavier  now  than  ever  before,  might  easily  overlook  an  innovation  not 
as  yet  fully  within  the  protection  of  a  city  department. 

Again  we  claim  the  privilge  of  freedom  from  taxation  for  the  use 
of  school  buildings.  Our  total  contributions,  nineteen  hundred  dollars, 
are  scarcely  sufficient  to  pay  the  salary  of  a  secretary  who  serves  only  part 
time,  and  to  make  the  advances  necessary  to  help  a  centre  get  upon  its 
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feet  Only  the  support  rendered  by  the  people  themselves  made  possMe 
sttdb  a  vohime  of  work  on  so  slcndor  a  ei^Htal. 

To  diose  who  have  wata&ed  ^  growdi  of  the  sodal  center  move- 
ment, the  dilhmnee  in  the  mediod  enq>loyed  in  Brodciyn  and  that  em- 
ployed elsewhere  will  be  strikingly  apparent  Elsewhere  cenim  have 
been  inaugurated  after  the  mtensive  organization  of  sdected  neighbor- 
hoods by  a  paid  secretary  devoting  all  of  his  time  to  one  nei^Jboriiood. 

In  Brooklyn,  the  method  has  been  to  begin  a  single  activity  in  a 
given  school,  rallying  around  it  a  local  group,  relying  upon  local  initia- 
tive to  take  up  and  carry  on  the  work  started. 

Out  of  this  local  group  is  to  issue  a  series  of  activities  responding 
to  every  neighborhood  need.  It  is  desirable  to  state  that  in  the  experi- 
ence of  this  organization,  local  initiative,  with  such  guidance  as  we  are 
aUe  to  offer,  assores  ike  success  of  the  efforts  ai  a  local  gnwqp. 

Here  it  is  wdl  to  leconl  Aat  in  every  case  the  gronp  in  dbuge 
of  a  centre  has  been  found  perfectly  reliable,  felly  alive  to  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  safe-gaardbig  of  dty  propor^,  and  imbued  widi  the 
enthusiasm  and  delminalion  presnging  broader  acdvides  m  die  futne. 

Over  their  activities  the  local  groups  welcome  the  general  over- 
sight and  co-operation  of  this  Institute.  They  turn  to  us,  not  only  for 
advice,  but  also  to  supply  concerts  for  their  school  centers,  motion  pic- 
tures, lecturers  and  speakers  for  their  forums. 

It  is  pertinent  to  emphasize  again  that  it  is  altogether  owing  to 
ours  being  a  "people's"  movement,  that  artists,  speakers,  etc.,  so  readily 
nlist  wth  us.  Sigierinyose  the  bureaucratic,  and  the  spirit  of  service  is 
sure  to  fade. 

Therefore,  iMlt  we  would  welcome  closer  relations  with  the  Board 
<rf  Edncalion.  we  stand  for  a  miunum  of  sq[iervis^ 

The  general  ovmi^^  Y^iich  we  have  maintained  over  die  devdop- 
ment  of  social  centres  in  Brooklyn,  coi^>led  widi  the  enogy  and  nstptmr 
siUlity  of  local  groups,  amply  safeguards  die  intereA  of  die  taxpayers^ 


GENERAL  FmANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Heceipts 

Balance  on  hand   $264«56 

Gmtributions  (not  including  adnimom  to  concots  and  mi>- 

dou  pictme  eKhUdoM)   1  «650.00 

$1,914.56 
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$1,914.56 


Disbursements 


Deficit  Gmunercial  High  School .... 
"     Manual  Training  High  Schod 

"     PttUic  School  No.  5  

No.  8  

 No.  147..... 


$199.48 


1 26.09 
53.24 
7.26 
45.90 


800.00 
82.33 
1 70.00 
216.20 
61.00 


30.00 
117.06 


6.00 


$1,914.56  $1,914.56 


THE  PEOPLES  INSTITUTE  OF  BROOKLYN 

EDWARD  W.  ORDWAY.  Chairman 
WILLIAM  H.  CHILDS 
MRS.  FRANK  R  COTHREN 
MRS.  H.  EDWARD  DREIER 
J.  HOWARD  MELJSH 
WILMOT  V.  TREVOY 
J.  P.  WARBASSE 

MRS.  HELEN  VAN  INGEN  LEA.  Direclor  of  M«ic 

LOUIS  H.  PINK.  Treasurer 

44  Court  St. 
SEYMOUR  BARNARD.  Secretary 

1 76  NaiMu  St 
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